Dental hygienists in nontraditional settings: practice and patient characteristics.
The dental hygienist's role in the treatment of special populations in nontraditional settings is an important one. Little is known about the hygienist's practice characteristics in these settings, nor about the patients receiving care. To gain needed information, a representative sample of the entire population of licensed hygienists in the United States was screened (n = 38,380). This screening identified 1,205 hygienists practicing in nontraditional settings. These hygienists were sent comprehensive questionnaires examining practice and patient characteristics. Completed questionnaires were returned by 1,016 (84.3%) hygienists. This report describes reported hygiene practice characteristics; hygienist interactions with patients and providers; and patient characteristics, including age, medical/emotional/social conditions, and dental treatment needs. Major findings of respondents' reports reveal that: approximately 90 percent of patients were in need of dental/dental hygiene services with approximately one in four requiring only dental hygiene services; the dental hygienists perceived a high level of acceptance of their role by patients and providers; the majority of patients treated were categorized as generally medically healthy (65.7%); and the clinical practice of dental hygiene in nontraditional settings mirrors that of private practice.